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Heroes of the white shirt

Her o @.Iplitrogsd.)n my-
thology and legend, a man, often
of divine ancestry, who is en-
dowed with great courage and
strength, celebrated for his bold
exploits, and favored by the gods.
2. A man noted for feats of cour-
age or nobility of purpose, esp. one
who has risked or sacrificed his
life.

We often hear the men and

families to support. Ask them
where they live, many will tell you
they drive at least a half hour to an
hour to get to work.

We all have heard of Weyco firing
four employees because they
would not take the test to see if
they had stopping smoking. To
union members this is outrageous.
To non-union workers this is just

guarantee to be
recalled.

So what made the
sit-down strikers
heroes? If we read
the definition
closely we will see that the under-
lying theme is courage, strength,
risk, and sacrifice. The men and
women of the Fisher Body plants

women who participated in
the Sit-down strike called he-
roes. But what makes them
heroes? We have all heard of
the terrible conditions they
endured in the factories of
long ago, the stifling heat, and
numbing cold. The dust and
metal shavings choking the air
they breathed. The constant
line speed ups until they fell
by the wayside. Continuing
harassment from manage-
ment, the threat of being fired
for little or no reason. Sound
familiar?

If you were to ask one of the
few remaining sit-down strik-
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é after February 11" we had

Dignity
Charles White

Sit Down Striker
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One and Two had the strength

| risk everything they had in or-
der to gain a little respect and
| dignity. These men and women

M the rights we enjoy today under
| our contract. However if we are

<8 going to continue to enjoys

4] these rights, we must not let
others whether it is manage-

_{ ment or government, infringe

1 upon these rights. If we allow
our rights to be trampled it will
be more difficult to keep them
in the next contract. None of
hogirtrights are going to be auto-
matically renewed. They must
be fought for at the bargaining

ers, they would tell you that
they are not heroes. They just did
what had to be done. That was just
the way their generation was. They
went to work in those conditions
because they had to support their
families. Many of them had lost
everything they had during the de-
pression. Remember this was a
time before unemployment or wel-
fare. Many had relocated from all
parts of the country in hopes of
landing a job in the auto factories.
If you were to ask the person next
to you on the line why they are
wor king here,
that they will tell you it is for the
wages and benefits. They have
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Prior to February 11, 1937 this
was a common occurrence on the
assembly line as well.

Today we all look forward to a
brief line breakdown, or a short
layoff for a rest. We know not to
worry about our incomes because
we have provisions in the contract
giving us short work .

week, unemployment, and SUB
pay. However before the strike if
the line stopped the time clock
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last months and that meant no pay
for that time, and there was no

AWhen the
through the wor
there can be no power greater any-
where beneath the sun.
Yet what force on earth is weaker
than the feeble strength of one?
But the union makes us strong.

solidarity forever @ for the union
makes us str

.
uni of

table contract after contract. We

o f-wil li If e snustmiotdodget afi thetgains our

sisters and brothers before us
made. Now is our time to be strong
and courageous. For we are to
carry the UAW flag into a new
chapter of UAW history .

So the next ti me
|l pay my union d
dondét think abou

you enjoy at least think that it
might be the heroic thing to do.

In Solidarity,
Scott A. Smith
Editor
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Our readers write . ..

Keep our streets
safe

veral years ago General Motors

as accused of selling pickup
trucks with exploding gas tanks; you
may remember the Dateline NBC
story that featured a GMC pickup
blowing up to demonstrate the danger.
The problem was that the producers of
the story rigged the explosion to create
a more frightening image to the public.
GM filed a lawsuit and NBC quickly
came clean about the story and issued
an apology. Too little, too late!

The fiery explosion image had al-
ready done its damage and GM issued a
$1,000 voucher towards purchasing
another vehicle to truck owners that had
filed lawsuits around the country. Me-
dia sensationalizing a story to get rat-
ings caused significant damage to
GMés i mage of
ment never found any wrongdoing
against the company yet the image of a
GM pickup truck in a ball of flames is
what the general public will remember.

The national media has hardly no-
ticed the Toyota recalls, now over 6

“million vehicles in the last few months.
The news has slowly trickled in that
Toyota has the largest safety recall
EVER and has yet to find a solution (as
of this printing). Toyota has known
about this issue since at least early 2004
and has tried to dismiss the severity as a
minor repair.

With the death toll climbing when
will the National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration (NHTSA) de-
mand that all of the vehicles, which are
a danger to every single one of us, be
removed from our neighborhood
streets? Why is the national media and
the NHTSA so quick to demonize an
American company but slow to act and
so forgiving of foreign automakers? |
urge each of you to contact the NHTSA
and demand that these death traps be
removed from our city streets, not just
the showroom floors, immediately!!

Here is the e-mail address:

https://www.nhtsa.dot.gov/
email.cfm

Here is the phone number:

Toll-Free: 1-888-327-4236

John L. Wagner
Member.
UAW Local 602

g weaeli ivteye.

Thank you GM

n my way to work this week, |
listened in shock to the an-
nouncement that Toyota would con-
tinue to produce and sell its models
with faulty gas pedal mechanisms (a
decision they later reversed). | could
not , and still
Americans put their faith in the hands
of a foreign automobile company
which clearly is not concerned for their
safety. True, | am part of a GM family.
| have worked for Local 602 for 12
years and my husband, Dave, retired
from GM. My parents, kids, and sib-
lings all drive GM products. So yes, |
am biased.
A couple hours after | heard the
Toyota announcement, | received the
call that no parent ever wants to re-

rollover accident. He hit ice on the high-
way while driving his 2002 Trailblazer
and witnesses reported he rolled over
five times in the median. His vehicle, of
course, was totaled. Structurally,
though, the vehicle did exactly what it
was designed to do for safety T the roof
structure held and the windshield stayed
in place. And here is the amazing thing.
After Kevin landed (upside down), he
unstrapped his seatbelt and crawled out
of the Trailblazer through the broken
passenger window. The witnesses
could not believe he was standing there
with them with no apparent injury. A
visit to the emergency room confirmed
that his head and neck were fine that
that he was injury free.

We would give our lives to our
children i f need
Americans put their kids in safe, reli-
able, American-based, American-built
vehicles? I1t0s
lieve in my heart that Kevin is here with
us today because he was driving a GM
vehicle designed, as they all are, for
safety.

True, we donot
Lansing, but | know all GM products
are built by people who work very hard
to produce quality vehicles. | thank you
for your dedication and commitment.
You keep in mind that your products
are driven by our spouses, children,
parents, family members, and friends,

and I canét begi
appreciate what you do.
Kathy Bryan
Bookkeeper,

UAW Local 602
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NOTICE
Union Meeting
Change of Date to
Feb. 21, 2010
General Membership
7:00 pm
Executive Board

5:30 pm
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spend Valentine’s Day with
loved ones.

Class Schedule
PC Basics: 2 Ses- [ .
sions, J —
January 25 & 27
Word level 1 : 4
Sessions,
February 1,3,8,10
Excel Level 1 : 4 Sessions,
February 15,17,22,24
Power Point : 2 Sessions,
March 1 & 3
Basic Math and Science :
9 Sessions,
March 2,4,9,11,16,18,23,25,30

Class times will be
3:30 PM to 5:00 PM
And
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To attend you must register with
the Learning Center
s i @\B1r)&218824 d O,
Or email us at jlcadmin@acd.net
Or contact Tom Possehn
@ 131*132*216
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